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Comments from Scoping
Hearing on April 23, 2003



Colburn, Elizabeth

From: Tamara.E Cameron@mvp02 usace.army.mil
Sent:  Tuesday, May 20, 2003 10:37 AM
To: mark.scheidel@dot. state.mn.us

Cc: cheryl. martin@frhwa.dot.gov; EColburn@HR Green.com; Patricia.C. Wright@mvp02.usace.army.mil
Subject: TH 14 West Scoping decument

Dear Mr. Scheidel,

| have reviewed the TH 14 West, North Mankato to New Ulm, Scoping document. It is very well written and
crganized, making it easy to review. The altermatives development process appeared very thorough and well
thought out. As noted in the document, there is a substantial amount of wetlands in the project area, so | remain
very interested in the project. | have no substantive comments on the scoping decument, and | lock forward to
recaiving more detailed analysis of the alternatives to be carried farward into the DEIS.

Sincerely,

Tamara Cameron

Requlatory Branch NEPA Coordinatar

Armmy Corps of Engineers

190 5th Street East

St Paul MN 55101

email: tamara.e.cameron@mvp02 . usace. army. mil
phaone: (651) 290-51397

fax: (651) 290-5330
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REGIONV
77 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, 1L 60604

Cﬁ%‘ UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Date MAY 0 6 2003

Mark Scheidel, Project Manager
Mn/DOT - District 7, Mankato Office
501 South Victory Drive

Mankato, MN 56002-4039

Re:  Scoping Document/Draft Scoping Decision Document for TH 14 West Interregional
Corridor, North Mankato to New Ulm, MN (dated March 2003).

Dear Mr. Scheidel:

The Environmental Planning and Evaluation Branch has received the document listed above. Under
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Council on Environmental Quality regulations,
and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act; U.S. EPA reviews and comments on major federal actions.
Typically, these reviews focus on Environmental Impact Statements, but we also have the discretion
to review and comment on other environmental documents prepared under NEPA if interest and
Tesources permit.

We did not undertake a detailed review of the document vou sent to this office, and will not be
generating comments because of the reason selected below.

The document was not prepared under NEPA.

The document was given a cursory review, but other workload priorities precluded us from
X detaled review and comment,

The document was given a cursory review, and we determined that there were no significant
concerns meriting comment.

We opted to wait for the next level of documentation on this project before deciding
__ X whether or not to comment.

We reserve the right to reconsider undertaking a review at future planning stages, or if significant
new data on the project is made available by the sponsoring agency or other interested parties.
Thank you for providing information on the project.

Sincerely,

a7

Kenneth A. Westlake, Chuef
Environmental Planning and Evaluation Branch



Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
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April 25, 2003

Mr. Mark Scheidel, Project Manager
Minnesota Department of Transportation
District 7, Mankato Office

501 South Victory Drive

Mankato, MN 56002-4039

RE: Scoping Document/Draft Scoping Decision Document and Notice of Scoping Meeting —
Trunk Highway (TH) 14 West, North Mankato to New Ulm

Dear Mr. Scheidel:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Scoping Document/Draft Scoping Decision
Document for the TH 14 West from North Mankato to New Ulm Project (Project). The
proposed action is the reconstruction of approximately 22 miles of TH 14 from County Road 6
near North Mankato to State Highway 15 just east of New Ulm in Nicollet County, Minnesota.
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) staff has reviewed the document for this
Project and offers the following comments for your consideration.

Item 16 — Erosion and sedimentation and Item 17 — Water quality: surface-water runoff

These two items refer to temporary erosion and sedimentation control measures. The areas
concerning MPCA Storm Water Program staff appear to be well addressed. The MPCA staff
would like to highlight that under the new National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
Construction Storm Water Permit, the regulated party is required to submit plans for approval on
projects which disturb more than 50 acres and drain to an impaired water or wetland, to an
Outstanding Resource Value Water or to a special water of the State. The Minnesota River is
considered to be impaired, so a plan review will be required. This review will be completed by
MPCA Storm Water Program staff within 30 days of receipt of the permit application.

If you have other questions concerning our review of this Scoping Document/Draft Scoping
Decision Document, please contact me at (651) 297-1796.

Sincerely,

e Ll.lk;hgéﬁ¢£zgﬁ}Hﬁ

Dana A. Vanderbosch

Project Manager

Operations and Environmental Review Section
Regional Environmental Management Division

DAV:gs

cc:  Gregg Downing, Environmental Quality Board
Todd Smith, MPCA, Regional Environmental Management Division, Metro Region
520 Lafayette Rd. N.; St. Paul, MN 55155-4194; (651) 296-6300 (Voice); (651) 282-5332 (TTY)

St. Paul * Brainerd ¢ Detroit Lakes * Duluth * Mankato » Marshall * Rochester ¢ Willmar; www.pca.state.mn.us
Equal Opportunity Employer « Printed on recycled paper containing at least 20% fibers from paper recycled by consumers.



Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

—

April 30, 2003

Mr. James W. Swanson, P.E.
Transportation District Engineer
Mn/DIOT District 7, Mankalo Office
301 South Victory Drive

P.O. Box 4039

Mankato, MN 56002-4039

Dear Mr. Swanson:

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) has received copics ol the
Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) prepared for the TIH 14 West, North
Mankato lo New Ulm, prepared by the Mn/DOT District 7, Mankato Office, Responsible
Governmental Unit (RGU). Due o limiled resources available to the MPCA, we have not
reviewed the EAW for this project. Therefore, the MPCA has no specific comments to
provide the RGU regarding the accuracy and completeness of the material contained in the
EAW, the potential impacts that may warrant future investigation hefore the project is
commenced, and/or the need for an Environmental Impact Statcment on the proposed

project.

This decision by the MPCA not to review the CAW does not constitute waiver by the
MPCA of any pending permits required by the MPCA. Ultimately, it is the responsibility
of the project proposer (o secure any required permits and to comply with any requisite
permit conditions.

We remind the RGU that, pursuant to Minn. R. 4410.1700, subp. 5 (Environmental Quality
Board Rules), a copy of the RGU’s decision on this EAW needs to be sent o the MPCA.

Sincerely,

e

Lynne Kolze

Project Manager

Operations and Environmental Review Section
Regional Environmental Management Division

LE:mln

520 Lafayette Rd. N.; St. Paul, MN 55155-4194; (G51) 206-6300 (Voice); [651) 282-5332 (TTY)
S1. Paul = Brainerd » Detroit Lakes + Duluth » Mankatc + Marshall « Apchestar « Willmar: wiww.pea.state.mn.us
Equal Opportunity Employar = Prinled on recycled paper containing at least 207 fhers from paper recycled By consumars.,



{ﬁ} 14 West Interregional Corridor: Y

vy mimeste. INOIH Mankato to New Ulm

COMMENT SHEET
Scoping Public Hearing
April 23, 2003

Comments received by May 2, 2003 will be included in the public record.

Please give us your comments on the scope of the 14 West Interregional Corridor: North
Mankato to New Ulm Project:
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Thank you for participating. Please leave your comment sheet in the box tonight —or- Mail to:

Mark Scheidel, Project Manager, Mn/DOT District 7, 501 S. Victory Drive, P.O. Box 4039
Mankato, MN 56002-4039, Phone: 507/389-6149, Fax: 507/389-6281

e-mail: mark.scheidek@dot.state.mn.us.




{z"'“?} 14 West Interregional Corridor:
womgsimesie. INOTtN Mankato to New Ulm

COMMENT SHEET
Scoping Public Hearing
April 23, 2003

Comments received by May 2, 2003 will be included in the public record.

Please give us your comments on the scope of the 14 West Interregional Corridor: North
Mankato to New Ulm Project:
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Thank you for participating. Please leave your comment sheet in the box tonight —or- Mail to:

Mark Scheidel, Project Manager, Mn/DOT District 7, 501 S. Victory Drive, P.O. Box 4039
Mankato, MN 56002-4039, Phone: 507/389-6149, Fax: 507/389-6281

e-mail: mark.scheidek@dot.state.mn.us.




{ﬁ‘; 14 West Interregional Corridor: |
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Mwﬁg Minmesota

COMMENT SHEET
Scoping Public Hearing
April 23, 2003

Comments received by May 2, 2003 will be included in the public record.

Please give us your comments on the scope of the 14 West Interregional Corridor: North
Mankato to New Ulm Project:
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Thank you for participating. Please leave your comment sheet in the box tonight —or- Mail to:

Mark Scheidel, Project Manager, Mn/DOT District 7, 501 S. Victory Drive, P.O. Box 4039
Mankato, MN 56002-4039, Phone: 507/389-6149, Fax: 507/389-6281

e-mail: mark.scheidek@dot.state.mn.us.
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COMMENT SHEET
Scoping Public Hearing
April 23, 2003

Comments received by May 2, 2003 will be included in the public record.

Please give us your comments on the scope of the 14 West Interregional Corridor: North
Mankato to New Ulm Project:
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Thank you for participating. Please leave your comment sheet in the box tonight —or- Mail to:
Mark Scheidel, Project Manager, Mn/DOT District 7, 501 S. Victory Drive, P.O. Box 4039

Mankato, MN 56002-4039, Phone: 507/389-6149, Fax: 507/389-6281
e-mail: mark.scheidek@dot.state.mn.us.
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Mmg,:;ffm North Mankato to New Ulm
COMMENT SHEET

Scoping Public Hearing
April 23, 2003

Comments received by May 2, 2003 will be included in the public record.

Please give us your comments on the scope of the 14 West Interregional Corridor: North
Mankato to New Ulm Project:
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Thanlé:u for participating. Please leave your comment sheet in the box tonight —or- Mail to:

Mark Scheidel, Project Manager, Mn/DOT District 7, 501 S. Victory Drive, P.O. Box 4039
Mankato, MN 56002-4039, Phone: 507/389-6149, Fax: 507/389-6281
e-mail: mark.scheidek@dot.state.mn.us.
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COMMENT SHEET
Scoping Public Hearing
April 23, 2003

Comments received by May 2, 2003 will be included in the public record.

Please give us your comments on the scope of the 14 West Interregional Corridor: North
Mankato to New Ulm Project:
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Thank you for participating. Please leave your comment sheet in the box tonight —or- Mail to:

Mark Scheidel, Project Manager, Mn/DOT District 7, 501 S. Victory Drive, P.O. Box 4039
Mankato, MN 56002-4039, Phone: 507/389-6149, Fax: 507/389-6281
e-mail: mark.scheidek@dot.state.mn.us.
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COMMENT SHEET
Scoping Public Hearing
April 23, 2003

Comments received by May 2, 2003 will be included in the public record.

Please give us your comments on the scope of the 14 West Interregional Corridor: North
Mankato to New Ulm Project:
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Thank :-,rm/ for participating. Please leave your comment sheet in the box tonight —or- Mail to:

Mark Scheidel, Project Manager, Mn/DOT District 7, 501 S. Victory Drive, P.O. Box 4039
Mankato, MN 56002-4039, Phone: 507/389-6149, Fax: 507/389-6281
e-mail: mark.scheidek@dot.state.mn.us.
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COMMENT SHEET
Scoping Public Hearing
April 23, 2003

Comments received by May 2, 2003 will be included in the public record.

Please give us your comments on the scope of the 14 West Interregional Corridor: North
Mankato to New Ulm Project:
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Thank you for participating. Please leave your comment sheet in the box tonight —or- Mail to:

Mark Scheidel, Project Manager, Mn/DOT District 7, 501 S. Victory Drive, P.O. Box 4039
Mankato, MN 56002-4039, Phone: 507/389-6149, Fax: 507/389-6281
e-mail: mark.scheidek@dot.state.mn.us.




From: Lawrence Filter ”Ay 1 Q m

To: Scheidel, Mark
Date: 4/25/03 2:56PM
Subject: S.P.8809-269 (T.H.14) Scoping Study New Ulm to North Mankato

| took a call from a lady (unfortunately, | didn't get her name) who was unable to attend the Scoping Public
Hearing. She currently lives in Nicollet right next to the highway. They are buying 8 acres on the north side
of present T.H.14 at the intersection with CSAH 17. This is opposite the County's shed south of T.H.14.
They are planning to build a house on this property. She wondered about any plans for this area.

| told her there is nothing shown on any map at this point. The new 2-lanes would be built next to the
existing 2-lanes. If the new road is north of T.H.14, it may well impact their new house and/or driveway. |
told her that there would probably be 150 feet or so of new R/W needed. | told her of the R/W acquisition
process, of the likelihood that preparation of an EIS will soon begin and that may be followed by an Official
Mapping by Nicollet County to preserve the R/W. Of course, they would be there well in advance of that. |
told her there is nothing that Mn/DOT will have to say about her situation so long as she complies with
County zoning requirements. When | said that it would seem that the new lanes would be built on the north
of the present roadway (at least they are just to the east), she asked if we would move it to the other side
to avoid houses, since there is just the shed and parking area to the south. | said that's a possibility. When
we discussed the timing of construction, | told her that it's not in Mn/DOT's current 10-Year Plan, but that
could change, which she acknowledged. She seemed to feel that if they get 10 years out of their new
house, that would be enough.

CC: Abbe, Giles; Bigham, Lisa; Harff, Peter; Jenkins, Peter; Ous, Greg



{z"ﬁa 14. West Interregional Corridor: ~
> North Mankato to New Ulm

Man}ujl Minnesota

COMMENT SHEET
Scoping Public Hearing
April 23, 2003

Comments received by May 2, 2003 will be included in the public record.

Please give us your comments on the scope of the 14 West Interregional Corridor: North
Mankato to New Ulm Project:
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Thank you for participating. Please leave your comment sheet in the box tonight —or- Mail to:

Mark Scheidel, Project Manager, Mn/DOT District 7, 501 S. Victory Drive, P.O. Box 4039
Mankato, MN 56002-4039, Phone: 507/389-6149, Fax: 507/389-6281
e-mail: mark.scheidek@dot.state.mn.us.
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COMMENT SHEET
Scoping Public Hearing
April 23, 2003

Comments received by May 2, 2003 will be included in the public record.

Please give us your comments on the scope of the 14 West Interregional Corridor: North
Mankato to New Ulm Project:
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Thank you for participating. Please leave your comment sheet in the box tonight —or- Mail to:
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Mark Scheidel, Project Manager, Mn/DOT District 7, 501 S. Victory Drive, P.O. Box 4039
Mankato, MN 56002-4039, Phone: 507/389-6149, Fax: 507/389-6281
e-mail: mark.scheidek@dot.state.mn.us.
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COMMENT SHEET
Scoping Public Hearing
April 23, 2003

Comments received by May 2, 2003 will be included in the public record.

Please give us your comments on the scope of the 14 West Interregional Corridor: North
Mankato to New Ulm Project:
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Thank you for participating. Please leave your comment sheet in the box tonight —or- Mail to:

Mark Scheidel, Project Manager, Mn/DOT District 7, 501 S. Victory Drive, P.O. Box 4039
Mankato, MN 56002-4039, Phone: 507/389-6149, Fax: 507/389-6281
e-mail: mark.scheidek@dot.state.mn.us.
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COMMENT SHEET
Scoping Public Hearing
April 23, 2003

Comments received by May 2, 2003 will be included in the public record.

Please give us your comments on the scope of the 14 West Interregional Corridor: North
Mankato to New Ulm Project:
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Thank you for participating. Please leave your comment sheet in the box tonight —or- Mail to:

Mark Scheidel, Project Manager, Mn/DOT District 7, 501 S. Victory Drive, P.O. Box 4039
Mankato, MN 56002-4039, Phone: 507/389-6149, Fax: 507/389-6281
e-mail: mark.scheidek@dot.state.mn.us.
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COMMENT SHEET
Scoping Public Hearing
April 23, 2003

Comments received by May 2, 2003 will be included in the public record.

Please give us your comments on the scope of the 14 West Interregional Corridor: North
Mankato to New Ulm Project:
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Thank you for participating. Please leave your comment sheet in the box tonight —or- Mail to:

Mark Scheidel, Project Manager, Mn/DOT District 7, 501 S. Victory Drive, P.O. Box 4039
Mankato, MN 56002-4039, Phone: 507/389-6149, Fax: 507/389-6281

e-mail: mark.scheidek@dot.state.mn.us.
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{@ 14. West Interregional Corridor:
weing mimeste. INOTth Mankato to New Ulm

COMMENT SHEET
Scoping Public Hearing
April 23, 2003

Comments received by May 2, 2003 will be included in the public record.

Please give us your comments on the scope of the 14 West Interregional Corridor: North
Mankato to New Ulm Project:
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Thank you for participating. Please leave your comment sheet in the box tonight —or- Mail to:

Mark Scheidel, Project Manager, Mn/DOT District 7, 501 S. Victory Drive, P.O. Box 4039
Mankato, MN 56002-4039, Phone: 507/389-6149, Fax: 507/389-6281
e-mail: mark.scheidek@dot.state.mn.us.
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Thank you for participating. Please leave your comment sheet in the box tonight —or- Mail to:

Mark Scheidel, Project Manager, Mn/DOT District 7, 501 S. Victory Drive, P.O. Box 4039

Mankato, MN 56002-4039, Phone: 507/389-6149, Fax: 507/389-6281
e-mail: mark.scheidek@dot.state.mn.us.
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Thank you for participating. Please leave your comment sheet in‘tHe box tonight —or- Mail to:

Mark Scheidel, Project Manager, Mn/DOT District 7, 501 S. Victory Drive, P.O. Box 4039
Mankato, MN 56002-4039, Phone: 507/389-6149, Fax: 507/389-6281
e-mail: mark.scheidek@dot.state.mn.us.
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Comments received by May 2, 2003 will be included in the public record.

Please give us your comments on the scope of the 14 West Interregional Corridor: North
Mankato to New Ulm Project:

le:: r(-\ ,_

L Vi O Em“mm&i .
L Tt 'K«u. B aew l\,z(.[n‘-x 151 N&#\\&n‘l—a ":A‘.'ur‘f‘lei_t.— thzz- C:r_:!r'ﬂ P_'l;"':f"-m*-cl

-'It:_.:" :c:u.*.ru{ Ld-n-_ar:a Qﬂ"(’C\L f‘nuf:_. ‘Qr c:L_éiLL ‘é'f-:-.lz. c’:_.,.rr,;J._-__y.,._,‘i(mn :.f:]su.fux
1““% ‘a’ivvn _{? H‘--:‘uﬂfjp"*‘!-'—ﬁr'ﬁ 74'4._ “FF:u{ u.Jr(I? ac:( ﬁ-_h-.-:.{{ fdr‘ﬁ-em:: El/‘%n_ 7((

[ 4 H"‘-f!mw_rwmfn. )(41:“1 (/dvu 15 -c-_,u.Fe-,n'F[«J«:iw_{T.. aﬁ,—,,_,{ Pt ¥
—s Al 27 ultﬁ:g i':'_dL.r.{rJ "éu_, i u.,;rfi. a TH 14 fe, (.

A

5. T s o OF gl e B Ll s B
Volwmas Jr:r 4. :ﬂ(ew(lj a-PT'fr'\li (-~ rfr[ awr( 113 éu faul{_f {a o Tlo
e e S I;J'F We osSueima r’-dr‘!‘.s")cruc‘/Luﬂ h IS yeous + 2O jowars —;Qf

g G 4 m(d
éﬂgn_l {:»-_r heepr  2Go T&#‘m @m(j (it uﬁar-fr = fxu'lrff
‘thzm A:jibu’ &Kmfﬁr?ﬁ;{ﬁhﬁ I_cﬁ.m w‘amfuséjv f‘( 'f'(4< 4 /un--
r'hu_;:}. J(‘{[{g_ﬂv-'l_ﬂ.- iﬁ{&fﬁ-’ﬂi‘!'lmﬁ ~..~.J||r( E'flf( éq_ Qﬁmfk}ﬂ:\(g{ - ;-{

/

vt oo inberochone flon b fs
J ﬁ?}m F N W el La Ml —arte  laesas ' {,..._
¢x:q fc] -'( F'Jj;rﬁ 1([‘1_, 1{;*;( {im-- rf ﬂa

4
Name;Luann.Lwa&.(_ Address:__| 4O EE ffs\ui. 5\1'3. ﬂ%_%g,_Mﬂ

0S5

Thank you for participating. Please leave your comment sheet in the box tonight —or- Mail to:

Mark Scheidel, Project Manager, Mn/DOT District 7, 501 S. Victory Drive, P.O. Box 4039
Mankato, MN 56002-4039, Phone: 507/389-6149, Fax: 507/389-6281

e-mail: mark.scheidek@dot.state.mn.us.
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Comments received by May 2, 2003 will be included in the public record. K

Please give us your comments on the scope of the 14 West Interregional Corridor: North
Mankato to New Ulm Project:

[ attended the scoping hearing on April 23, 2003 in Courtland MN on the 14 West
IRCorridor.

As I consider the project, it makes absolutely no sense to stop the project at the junction
of TH 14 and TH 15. Many of the options listed on the wall at the hearing create the
Th14 road as the throughway and has TH 15 changing to be the intersecting roadway. It
would make absolutely no sense to create a beautiful and safe four lane from Mankato to
this intersection and then transition back to two lane for the Minnesota River Bridge and
then transition back to the beautiful four lane into New Ulm. The bridge needs to be
replaced as part of this project as well.

I have enclosed an article attesting to the danger of this very narrow bridge as published
in the New Ulm Journal yesterday. A disc was being pulled into town and got caught in
the bridge backing up the traffic for a short time. Our trunk highways need to have better
safety on the bridges than this. Any wide load literally has to stop traffic and cannot pass
on this bridge. This safety aspect needs addressing as well.

Sincerely,

) \ : ¢ ~

L"ﬁ UMMLM b s—
Julie K Anderson

30676 Cty Rd 24
Sleepy Eve, MN 56085

Name: Address:

Thank you for participating. Please leave your comment sheet in the box tonight —or- Mail to:

Mark Scheidel, Project Manager, Mn/DOT District 7, 501 S. Victory Drive, P.O. Box 4039 .
Mankato, MN 56002-4039, Phone: 507/389-6149, Fax: 507/389-6281
e-mail: mark.scheidek@dot.state.mn.us.
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Stuck in the guard rail

Staff photo by Dan Iverson

" A disk, a farm implement used to work up the soil, became stuck in the guard rail just beyond the bridge
on Seventh North Street in New Ulm on Tuesday afternoon about four o'clock. The disk was being trans-
ported by a pickup when the accident occurred. The incident backed up traffic for a short time.

St. Paul likely home
to Ventura's talk show

ST. PAUL (AP) — Former
Gov. Jesse Ventura's upcoming
MSNBC talk show will likely be
produced at Twin Citics Public
Television in downtown St. Paul.

No contract has been signed, but
James Pagliarini, TPT president
and CEO, told the Star Tribunc of
Minncapolis on Monday night that
he was “‘reasonably certain’ that
the onc-hour show to be broadcast
five nights a week “‘would be pro-
duced in our facility.”

“‘For us, this would be a con-
tract job,”” he said. ‘““We've had
to lay off folks, and this would
put some ecmployees who are ex-
tremely talented back to work.”

Golf course at Fort Ridgely
to be open for entire 03 season

FORT RIDGELY — Construction on Fort Ridgely’s new greens
has been delayed until spring 2004. The course is now open and will
be so for the entire scason. The campgrounds will open on May 23 and
will remain open for the entire year. The campgrounds will not close
after Labor Day. For more information, call (507) 426-7840.

Kentucky Fried Chicken.

Wednesday Special
2 Piece Dinner, Potatoes/Gravy
. Cole Slaw and Buttermilk Biscuit
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Please give us your comments on the scope of the 14 West Interregional Corridor: North
Mankato to New Ulm Project:
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Thank you for participating. Please leave your comment sheet in 'h’lﬂ box tonight —or- Mail to:

Mark Scheidel, Project Manager, Mn/DOT District 7, 501 S. Victory Drive, P.O. Box 4039
Mankato, MN 56002-4039, Phone: 507/389-6149, Fax: 507/389-6281
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Mark Scheidel, Project Manager
Mn/DOT District 7
501 S. Victory Drive
P.O. Box 4039
Mankato, MN 56002-4039




